Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—September 17, 2011—Richard’s Restaurant
Commander Teller presided and opened the meeting at 12:40 PM. Ned Baker gave the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. The May minutes were read and accepted as written. Matt Elkin gave the treasurer’s report.
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Larry Myer, Timon Pike, Allen Moore, Alan Teller, Gayle Eikenberry and Ned Baker. Guests were Lee Ann Teller and Dennis Haskett, our speaker.

Old Business:
Matt Elkin reported that he looked for the two bricks approved at the May meeting for the Last Soldier Program on the walk at the north side of the Tipton County court house but did not locate them in the time he had. 

Commander Teller gave a report on the program we presented at the GenFest at the public library in June. Marcia Ford, director of the Genealogy/Indiana Room declared the program a success.
The cannon cleaning schedule was established for fall:  October—Larry Myer, November—Alan Teller, December—Matt Elkin.

Commander Teller requested volunteers for the nominating committee for officers for next year. So far, Matt Elkin is the only volunteer. Matt also distributed General Orders 1, 2, & 3 from Donald Palmer, Jr., our new Commander-in-Chief.
Commander Teller reported that the Memorial Day services at Crown Point were not well attended. Seven SUV members attended.
New Business:
Commander Teller gave the following dates:
· In October the CRA conference will be held at Rockville.

· The speaker for our October 15th meeting will be Kenny Lawrence. Timon Pike will conduct the meeting. This is also the date of Remembrance Day in Gettysburg, and Commander Teller will be there.

· In December we will conduct the election and installation of our new officers. This will also be our annual show-and-tell meeting.
· The Mid-winter Encampment will be January 28 in South Bend.

Commander Teller reported on the recent National Encampment and listed the new officers that were elected. There were 191 attendees and 177 with voting cards. Of those, seven were from Indiana and three from our camp. One of the items discussed with some controversy was the issue of life membership. A motion was made to disallow life memberships for this year. The issue is that of funds. Banks are not paying much interest on CDs and our organization is losing money. The motion was ultimately withdrawn, and the issue will be studied for future consideration. Also reported was that the Banner editor has resigned, and no one has been appointed yet to replace him. The 2012 encampment will be in Los Angeles, and in 2013 it will be held in Brookfield, Wisconsin.
Commander Teller explained that our charter was draped as per General Order #3 to commemorate the 10th anniversary of 911. 

Matt Elkin said that due to the location of this year’s encampment he had the opportunity to visit some important Civil War sites. 

Commander Teller took the tour given by Edwin Bearss and described the detailed knowledge Bearss had that he could recite from memory.

The speaker was Dennis Haskett of Noblesville. He talked about suttlers and the tokens they issued. Haskett collects them and displayed some from his collection. Questions followed. His presentation was well received.
Commander Teller closed the meeting at 1:55 PM.
Minutes by Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
