Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—September 18, 2010—Richard’s Restaurant

Commander Larry Myer presided and opened the meeting at 12:30 p.m. Chaplain Pro Tem Alan Teller led the group in the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Gayle Eikenberry distributed the April minutes. Commander dispensed with the reading. No corrections were offered. Treasurer Matt Elkin gave our account balance.

Members present were: Matt Elkin, Alan Teller, Larry Myer, Tom Crawford, Jon Ayers, and Gayle Eikenberry. Lee Ann Teller attended as our guest.

Old Business:
Commander Myer noted the passing of two brothers of our camp, Richard Winger and Don Overmyer. There was discussion of filling Don Overmyer’s position as Civil War Memorials Officer. A thank-you note was received from Connie Overmyer.
Tom Crawford reported that William Rennaker’s plaque is in place and showed photographs. The dedication will be our October meeting, Converse Cemetery, section E, at noon.  Lee Ann Teller will present a wreath from the Marinda Dye Tent, Daughters of Union Veterans, Kokomo. The cost of the plaque and for setting it was $600. More donations are needed.
The cannon cleaning schedule was set: Tom Crawford, October; Alan Teller, November; Jon Ayers, December. Commander Myers cleaned the cannon in September and related anecdotes of individuals who approached him during his task.
New Business
Commander Myer explained that our charter was draped as ordered in General Order #3.

Alan Teller reported on issues raised at the National Encampment. Per capita dues were raised by $5.00 to help cover the $38,000 shortfall in funds. He explained that National has ample resources, but that they are locked in accounts for special use. There was discussion about raising our camp dues by $5.00, but it was decided to table a decision until our November meeting. Camp dues were last raised in 2002. Matt Elkins will include information about the increase in National dues in a letter he plans to send to members.

There was also a motion put forward at the National Encampment to raise life membership by $250. The motion failed, but Alan alerted us that it may come up again next year and could be more. 
The importance of EIN numbers was emphasized—problems in Indiana have been cleared up. Alan also talked briefly about the new Commander-in-Chief, the SVC and JVC. 
Commander Myer asked us to be thinking about a new camp commander for upcoming elections. He would like to step down after serving for two years. 

Alan Teller told about a discussion with Marcia Ford, Head of Genealogy at the public library, concerning making a display of Civil War memorabilia for the month of April 2011. We need to start thinking about items we want to place in the display. Alan went on to say that the Howard County Genealogical Society had invited us to make a presentation at their April 18th meeting. We need to start thinking about this also. 

Alan suggested that we might want to consider inviting the Daughters to one of our meetings next year and having a joint meeting. 

Tom Crawford described American Heritage books he has for sale at fifty cents each and a complete set of the official records of the Civil War, most in unopened boxes, for $1,000 (the set originally cost $3,000.)

The GAR Allied Orders Central Region Association (CRA) Annual Conference is October 2, 2010, in Farmington, Missouri. Alan Teller has applications for those interested in attending.
Jon Ayers gave us an update on his son Colin Ayers. He is back in the states now and is looking forward to completing his enlistment.
Winners of the raffle were Larry Myer, Matt Elkin, Gayle Eikenberry, and Alan Teller.
Matt Elkin distributed General Orders 1,2 & 3.

Program
Matt Elkin gave an interesting and informative talk based on his research on what happened to people along General Sherman’s march to the sea. His talk included census statistics about the shifts in population that occurred between 1860-1870.
Commander Myer closed the meeting at 2:10, and the closing prayer was given by Chaplain Pro Tem Alan Teller. The next meeting will be October 16, 2010, at Converse cemetery.









Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
