Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—November 20, 2010—Richard’s Restaurant

Commander Larry Myer presided and opened the meeting at 12:50 p.m. Chaplain Pro Tem Ned Baker led the group in the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Gayle Eikenberry distributed the September minutes. Commander Myer dispensed with the reading. No corrections were offered. Treasurer Matt Elkin gave our account balance. 
Members present were: Matt Elkin, Larry Myer, Tom Crawford, Ned Baker, Timon Pike, David Bastin, Allen Moore, Merrell Kenworthy, and Gayle Eikenberry. Russ Gilliom, our speaker, attended as our guest.

Old Business:
Tom Crawford reported on the Rennaker plaque dedication in October and said we could still use donations to cover the cost of the plaque. The dedication was well attended and included Rennaker family members who appreciated the recognition of their ancestor. Crawford suggested for the last Tipton county survivor that we place a brick in the court house walk instead of a plaque at the cemetery.
New Business
The Midwinter Encampment will be at the library in South Bend on January 29 from 10-6. The change in time was noted and is due to the library’s hours of operation.
The issue of dues was brought up with a reminder that the national dues have increased by $5.00. Publishing the Banner is the largest single budget item and is one reason for the increase. The additional funds will cover the present deficit. A motion was made by Matt Elkin, seconded by Allen Moore, and passed unanimously to raise our dues to $38.00 per year.
Matt Elkin encouraged us to attend the National Encampment in 2011 because of the personal tour of the battlefield by National Park Historian Ed Bearrs.
Commander Myer reminded us of the display at the library in April, and there was some discussion of the logistics of the display in regards to the display case. Alan Teller is the coordinator.
Commander Myer queried us about the possibility of allowing the Daughters to attend one of our meetings. One objection was voiced. More discussion will follow.
A slate of officers was proposed, with the biggest issue being who is willing to serve as Camp Commander. The possibility of rotating the responsibility of conducting meetings was proposed. Finding and scheduling speakers/programs for the meetings is a concern of some who may otherwise be interested in the position.
The slate of officers proposed:


Sr. Vice Commander 
Timon Pike (in name only)


Jr. Vice Commander
Allen Moore (in name only)


Treasurer


Matt Elkin


Secretary


Gayle Eikenberry


CW Memorial Officer
Larry Myer


Chaplain


Jacob Elkin


Eagle Scout Coordinator
-----------------

Other officers the same as current.


The raffle was held with several winners.
Matt Elkin distributed General Orders 4,5 & 6.

The program at the January meeting will be on sharpshooting. 

Program
Russ Gilliom spoke to us about the Civil War navies, giving many interesting and little known details. He passed around photographs and artifacts during his presentation. Also, we received information about the Midwest Civil War Civilian Conference from January 28-30 in Springfield, Illinois.
Commander Myer closed the meeting at 2:40, and the closing prayer was given by Chaplain Pro Tem Ned Baker. The next meeting will be December 18, 2010, at Richard’s Restaurant.









Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
