Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—December 19, 2009—Richard’s Restaurant

Commander Larry Myer presided and opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. Chaplain Pro Tem Tom Crawford led the group in the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Gayle Eikenberry read the September minutes and Matt Elkin distributed copies of the October minutes. There were no November minutes since the regular meeting was a memorial service for the plaque for the last surviving soldier of Cass County. No corrections were offered. Treasurer Matt Elkin gave our account balance.

Members present were: Matt Elkin, Allen Moore, Tom Crawford, Alan Teller, Russ Kirchner, Larry Myer, Ned Baker, Seth Kirchner, Timon Pike, and Gayle Eikenberry. Lee Ann Teller and Cella Kirchner attended as our guests.

Old Business:
Alan Teller gave a report on Remembrance Day at Gettysburg. Ten brothers from Indiana attended, representing four camps.
Tom Crawford talked about the service project to place a plaque at the grave of the last surviving Union soldier from Miami County and proposed our regular meeting date of the third Saturday in October of 2010 for the ceremony.
Commander Myer reminded us of the mid-winter encampment and that it will be at the LaPorte County Historical Society Museum instead of at Huntington.
Commander Myer reminded members to get their dues paid, that the cut-off date was the end of March in order to be able to prepare our annual report (form 27).
Matt Elkin requested a list of speakers for January-May so he could send out a program guide to members.
New Business
Tom Crawford suggested that if Jon Ayers’ son is still overseas we prepare a box to send him.
The cannon cleaning schedule was established as follows:  January, Matt Elkin; February, Ned Baker; March, Alan Teller.
Commander Myer reported that he had reserved the meeting room at Richard’s Restaurant for our 2010 meetings.
Matt Elkin distributed copies of General Orders 6, 7 & 8, also available on the website.
Elections were held for 2010 officers. There were no new nominations, and all officers had agreed to continue their office for another year except that the office of Senior Vice Commander is vacant. Alan Teller made the motion that Commander Myer be given the authority to appoint a Senior Vice Commander when someone is found willing to take the position. Matt Elkin seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. Alan Teller than moved that we re-elect the 2009 officers for 2010 with the exception of the Senior Vice Commander. Matt Elkin also seconded this motion and it, too, passed unanimously. The initiation ceremony was conducted by Alan Teller.
The book raffle was held and the following were winners:  Russ Kirchner, Ned Baker, 
Alan Teller, Allen Moore, Larry Myer, Cella Kirchner, and Seth Kirchner.

Program
Our program consisted of our annual show-and-tell. Alan Teller showed a display of GAR badges which included a 1922 Connorsville badge with a photo of Orlando Somers on the ribbon. Allen Moore brought a large photograph of a Union soldier which he offered for sale at $80.00. The soldier probably died because the frame is black. Tom Crawford passed around his 1863 authentic Springfield rifle.
Commander Myer closed the meeting, and the closing prayer was given by Chaplain Pro Tem Tom Crawford. The next meeting will be January 16, 2010.










Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
