Orlando A Somers Camp #1

Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War

Meeting Minutes—February 16, 2008—Richard’s Restaurant

Commander Matt Elkin presided and opened the meeting at 1:00 p.m. Chaplain Jacob Elkin led the group in the opening prayer, and members joined to recite the American’s Creed and the Pledge of Allegiance. Secretary Gayle Eikenberry reported that minutes of the January meeting had been sent to members. Commander Elkin asked for any corrections to the minutes. There were none, and a motion was made, seconded, and passed to accept them. Treasurer Randy McNally was not present to present the Treasurer’s report.

Members present were: Matt Elkin, Jacob Elkin, Allen Moore, Alan Teller, Jon Ayers, Ned Baker, Larry Myer, David Bastin, John Ellers, and Gayle Eikenberry. Lee Ann Teller attended as our guest.

Old Business:

Alan Teller brought up the need for a concentrated effort to contact members who have not paid their dues for 2008. A cut-off date needs to be established so our annual camp report can be filed in a timely manner. Commander Elkin will contact Treasurer McNally to find out who has not yet paid. 
Alan Teller gave a brief report on the mid-winter encampment in which he noted that nothing major transpired. This led to a discussion about the proposed amendments to the constitution (included in last month’s minutes). Alan Teller gave us the background as to why there was a need for the amendments. Commander Elkin asked for a motion to show camp support for the amendments. Alan Teller made the motion that the camp support the amendments. David Bastin seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
Commander Elkin updated us on the situation with placing the cannon in its new building. Tom Crawford spoke with John Martino  who was in favor of moving the cannon while the ground was frozen. It has not been moved yet. Brother Crawford also submitted a document for signatures stating that the mannequin and uniform would remain the property of our camp. Brothers Crawford and Teller composed two documents  giving the history of the cannon. 

These will be made into signs and displayed with the cannon.
New Business
Commander Elkin reminded us of the Lincoln Tomb Ceremony on April 12 in Springfield and the 
Summer Encampment at IUK on June 7. He gave several reasons why it is important for us to attend. He also spoke briefly of the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial Celebration and the speech given by the chief justice of the Rhode Island State Supreme Court.
Commander Elkin shared a letter he sent to Bob Ladd of the Howard County Veterans Council thanking them for their generous support and most recent donation of $300.

Commander Elkin also distributed copies of General Orders 12 & 13 from Charles E. Kuhn, Jr., Commander in Chief of the SUVCW.
The remainder of the meeting was a discussion of a brochure Commander Elkin has designed to promote our organization.  The brochure was very well received, and many ideas were shared as to what to include on the last page. The discussion extended to ways we can recruit new members. Ideas included speaking to county historical societies and genealogy groups and placing the brochures in public libraries in the surrounding counties.

Alan Moore announced that he had submitted a news article about our 25th anniversary which will be in the next issue of The Banner. 
Program
There was no program so time could be devoted to discussion of the brochure and recruitment.
Commander Elkin closed the meeting at 2:00 p.m., and the closing prayer was given by Chaplain Jacob Elkin. The next meeting will be March 15.










Gayle Eikenberry, Secretary
